
Building, Populating, and Managing 
One of the most basic, easy, simple, 
widely used, popular & successful 

version of the Top Bar Hive 
 



Standard available stock lumber and trim.  No miters, no bevelsé all square cut stock; however, I rip 

the 1 ıò from 1x12s because you cannot buy 1 ıò wide lumber.  The 1 ıò is a critical dimension for 

brood section combs. 

This is basically the same Kenya Top Bar Hive KTBH as found and described by Michael Bush of 

http://bushfarms.com/beestopbarhives.htm   I have built and managed this version of the top bar hive for many years with 

great success.  These are all my own photos and my own experiences with this version of the top bar hive.   

Parts List:  Sides (2 ï 1x12 x 3ô-10 İò), Ends (2 ï 1x12 x 15ò), Bottom (1 ï 5 İò x 3ô-10 İò x Ĳò), Brood Section 

Bars (16 ï 1 ıò x 15ò x Ĳò), Honey Bars (18 ï 1x2 x 15ò), Starter Strips (34 ï Ĳò x Ĳò triangular chamfer molding x 

13ò), Cover (1 ï 15ò x 48ò of material and thickness of your choice).  Note:  1x12 and 1x2 lumber have dimensions of 

Ĳò x 11 ıò and Ĳò x 1 İò respectively.  You can substitute 1x6 if you prefer not to rip the bottom from 1x12 lumber. 
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Nail the bottom to the two sides using large finishing nails όŘƻƴΩǘ use 
screws on bottom).  Space the nails at approximately 7έ o.c.  This will  
initially look like a U-shaped trough x 3Ω-10 ѹέ long. 


